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STATE TIMES CAVALCADE 
Jackson, Miss., Sunday, September 25, 1955 


Now a Ghost Town 
GRAND GULF WAS IMPORTANT SHIPPING CENTER DURING 1800s 


By GEORGE PRENTICE 
State Times Asst. Feature Editor 


On the eastern edge of a U formed by a sharp westward bend 
of the Mississippi River a few miles south of Vicksburg lies the 
ghost of Grand Gulf. 


Expanding civilization and the ravages of nature have nearly 
obliterated the features of the once important river town and 
shipping center, . 


During the pre-war days of the mid-1800s more than 1,000 
persons had settled at Grand Gulf, 


Today, according to rough estimates, there are 32-15 white 
and 17 Negro. 


Grand Gulf derived its name from the whirlpools and eddies 
formed in the Mississipvi by the current from the Big Black 
River and by a sandstone cliff jutting into the river. Dangers 
of the whirlpools were well-known to all boatmen of the big river. 


Cotton and other products were shipped from as far away as 
Jackson to Grand Gulf for trans-shipment. In 1835 the river 
town ranked third in commercial importance in Mississippi. 

And for. the next.20 years.more cotton was shipped through its 
Poco legates Loom any other point in the. state, 


Standing on a rise of ground several hundred yards from 
the river one can look over the site which once supported 
river-front docks, offices for cotton brokers from both 
American and English business interests, a hotel, railroad 
turntable and a depot, 


From the open-air pavillion which today is a part of 
Peggy's Store, Grand Guif'!s trading post, the eye scans a field 
of cotton, rows of withered ‘corn;-stocks and a:sea of ‘Weeds’. 


During the summertime a lake-bed, which once nurtured the 
tempestuous might of the Mississippi, is;invisible. 


Several yards beyond the lake Mississippi boats still ply 
their trade. Boat whistles echo through the hills and rebound 
from walls of old, wWeatherbeaten frame homes of the community's. 
scattered residents. 


These houses and an historic: hilltop graveyard arc the 
remaining symbols of Grand Gulf's past. 
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During the 1800s 01d Man River flowed across what is now 
the lakebed. Lashing, shifting, and cutting into the binding 
banks the Mississippi slowly chiseled closer to the town's 
hotel, and business houses, Cutting the earth from around dock 
pilings, and eating at the foundations of other structures, the 
river slowly chopped at the town's nerve center, 


As the river cut into the bluff, parts of the town were 
moved piecemeal away from the damaging current. And in the face 
of relentless mother nature, man threw in the towel. Shipping 
firms established centers elsewhere, Business offices were razed, 


In 1862 most of the town's remaining buildings were destroy- 
ed by federal gunboats running the batteries in successive 
campaigns against Vicksburg. The fall of Grand Gulf in 1863 
was the prelude to the siege and fall of Vicksburg. From that 
time until the end of the war, the river town was used as a 
supply centcr for Union troops, | 


Then, ironically, the fickle Mississippi began cutting a 
channel to the west leaving in its wake the lakebed, 


Today, the trench used by Union soldiers as they approach- 
ea theiraver from thetGrandyGulfwside,sis: plainly visible from 
its line overlooking the townsite. The ditch runs along the 
towering ridge north and Gast of the community, beginning at 
the edge of the town's graveyard, 


Forty-five-year-old Charles Terrell, life-time resident of 
Grand Gulf, and owner of Peggy's Store, said only a few of the 
barren lend marks remain as indicators of the cormunity's 
early importance. 


"Perhaps Grand Gulf will grow again," he said wistfully 
as he surveyed the emptiness between the pavillion and the 
river. "The river is shifting back this way." 


Terrell pointed to the weed-infested ridge winding into 
the hills from its point of origin near the river, "That's 
where the old railroad came into the town, he said, "Every 
once in a while we find some of the old rail spikes that were 
commonly used during the last century, but mostly all that's 
left is the ridge," 


Near the ridge is a mammoth pit which housed the turntable. 
Near the intersection of two dirt streets is a frame 
store with a sign above its sagging porch roof which reads 
"Grand Gulf Store." A Coca.Cola sign indicates that it might 
still be used, 
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pus. Mobis. Ee Tather, eon of Reedeit oy N yt was killod Aa 
a tornado at Grand Gulf, Miss. March 21, 1853, Aged 23 years, 
PeLsrnontns, 2 This tribute is placed here: by his brothers, 
per wors on the N.O. and Ohio folegraph Line," 


Today residents. of Grand Gulf get their living from the 
ee ee ee vot. mw omc their Ticigs.of cotton. and 
corn, others are productive commercial’ fishcrmen, 


All hope that as thowriver swings. back.castward and the 
“ole Mississippi" once again laps the fringes of the bluff, 
Grand Gulf will recover’ "at’ least a little of its oe glory." 
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This volume contains verbatim, proof read 
copies of Inscriptions on tombstones in 
the Cemetery, of the Town of Grand Gulf, 
County of Claiborne, State of Mississippi. 
Copied by the undersigned on August 1, 1957. 


WITNESS my HAND and SEAL this cebekan oy of 
ete A.D. 1957. 


WILLIAM B. PEYTON 


NOTARY PUBLIC in and for HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS 
My Commission Expires: June 1, 1959 


- Vie 











ARMSTRONG 


BARTLING 


‘Isidore & Babet AARON 
_-- ~Died September 26, 1853 


8% 


Aged 19 years © 


im Native of France 


Sarah 
Wife of I. ADAMS 
Died December 20, 1817 


Aged 37 years. 


Erected to the memory of 


Harriett ARMSTRONG 
Who died 27 July 1837 


med 


Aged 15 years 


Sacred to tne mnenory of 
James G, BARTLING 


Who died from wounds received 
Dy tees explosion of the 
steamboet AUGUSTA December 7, 
1838 | 
Aged 22 years 
Thispstonerisverected by the 
young men of Grand Gulf. 










: are - P 


€sbLf ,oS twedmssgqed beit 


iy 


Fe & 


Consort of John W, BENTON 





who died September 27, 1836 
in the 2hth year of her age, 
Also her twin daughter died 
September 11, 1837 aged 

13 months by 28 devs. 
Virginia J, died December 23, 
1837. 17 months & 10 days. 


BENTON 

Nancy 

Wife of J. W. Benton 

Died August 18, 1837 

Azed 53 years. 

Jeremiah Wi, BENTON died 

August 8, 1852 Aged 66 years, 
BENTO! 


Pamelia Samantha 


Wire of Byron BENTON and 
Davipnten Olde H.bt Oo. CO. GOFF 
Born April 6, A.D. 1827 

Died September 15, A.D. 1818 





ite : 4 
Fd apy the Gat I 









ae er et 
“OTHRS .Y adot to droemeo 


BRIDEWELL 


BRIGHAM 


BRIAN 


at, ; i” ; A ., i ah + May, 
‘ oxi Wi -¥ 4 . : V CASSSAU LL | ek 





ot 


In memory of 


Eden BRASHHAR 


Who died November 9, 1839 


Aged 66 years. 


Mrs. Rosanna Bridewell 
October 12, 1795 
January 13, 1851 


ra memory of Thomas BRIGHAM, fsa. 
Who was born in VYranklin Co., 
April 16, 17865 and departed this 
life October 15, 1833 

Grand Gulf, Miss. Aged 5 vears, 


To Thomas Theadore 

son of Thomas & Aimee BRIAN 
Died July 20, 180 

Aged 19 months. 
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BROUNE 


BUCKLEY 


“ dapartet tits Lite Jamery 30, 1057 
og Pia laa pana t rot Galt forrnt: 
aged 1° ca 
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‘Son of Vv. We & Vashti BROCK 


i 


Born August 25 1838 


Died 0 October 22, 18. 


Vashti 


Wife of Rev. V. W. BROCK 
Died March 6, 1851 
irevnessoun year of her. Vite, 
She sala member of the 


Baptist Church 19 years. 


The grave of John BROWNE 
Born May 25, 1812 
Died June 28, 1850 


Melissa 
Daughter of D. & S. A. BUCKLEY 
Born March 3, 1853 

Died October 5, 1053 
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- oe ao D. BUTE Sie 


Drage tea thts life January sweatin 
on his return home from California 


Aged 19 Sida a eigiie & . Cle 
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manent ea bo 2 b hn 


Also 


es ah 


Wigeire: BUTE einer Oeouney & 
companion of the same voyage on 
the Pacific Ocean 

Aged. c2 yeers 


sons of Maj. J. BUTE of 
Guernsey County, Ohio 


Jane CAVIN 
Born March 17, 1760 
Diedwaupusts 17, 1.6clr 


Erected by her son RN. R. SHARKEY 


Edward 

pon of Joseph W. & Harriett M, 
CHAMPLIN dee 

February 16, 1818 


Aged 1 month e days 


in memory of Joseph son of 


Jacob & Jane COJ.SON 
Who died Moy, 2h, 18d 
Aged 5 years 8 months and 2 days. 
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CORNELIA 


CRONLY 


CRONLY 


CROKLY 


CROPPER 


soutas orn ‘tne fin, Peonsyivenia. 
"Margaret V. CONKLIN yer’. at 


Me se gene seni H. CONKLIN 


Born July 6, 1812 
Died of consumption July 8, 16)6 


Sallie CORNELIA 


Harriett Louisa CRONLY 
Died January 15, 18h 


Louis 
Sonoof Louis & Louise CROWLY 
Died May 5, 1855 


Aged 8 years & 9 months 


in memory of 
Louis CRONLY 
Died 9 July 1816 


inemenory oc svuhne Rev, Tho. C. 


CROPPER, Died April 25, 18h) 
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cag of Yollow ‘ever Gees 
Grand Gulf Sept. a 1853 


Mera Joh DEARTE 


Born in Stevenson, Scotland 
And killed on the Steamboat 
LOUISIANA Nov. 15, 18:9 


“rected by Jonn WATT of Natchez 
to tne memory of his affectionate 
sister 


Marcaret watt DEARIE 


Born in See ee scotland 
0 


LO 10 Gi, .1 Arrived in the U.S. 
in Dec. 1836. Died at Grand Gulf 
29 July 1837. 


Alice L. DENMAN 
Died July lL, 1o0hh 


Aced 6 years 6 months & 11 days 


Wife of Dvaid ESTE 


Dauchter of Milford & Susan HUNTER 


FURNISS 


GILBERT 
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Myra A. FRENCH 


Daughter of 


Wiisebworte 1. :S. Goff 


Bornmivam. dis tyarlb32 


Died April 29, 1852 
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Ride ter Gnontetn sobs Heaven, 


Though he slay me, yet will I 
CLUSG iat nim, 


liam FURNISS 


somerset Co., Md, 


omday Ofer eb tol) 


13 day of June 1636 


Aged 25 yrs. lh months & 


Coy 
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Wesley GILBERT 
Bolus wala, Int. 


1 day 
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COODAIL 


GOODATL 


GOODRUM 





ae of Samuel GOODAIL 


Bownrlavch oly 182h 
Died Nov. 21, 18h9 


Eleanor M, 


Daughter of Samuel & Eleanor 


GOODAIL 
Born Nov. 18, 18.9 
Died Jen. 12, 1850 


Ths. Osteen 

Son of S. & Rebecca Jane GOODAIL 
Born Feb. 21, 1857 

Died May 31, 1858 

Aged lo year 3 months & 10 days 


In memory of Ruben W, 
SOnaorek. +05, S, GOODRUM 
Who died 8 July 18h.0 


Aged 8 yrs. 5 mos, 8 days 
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endear’ We ‘GREENE 1 was poo } 
ay 20, 1828 & Died Sept, 18, 1851 | 
Pom, &° Prudoence 

_ aan L. GREENE 
Born May 9, 1838 Died Sept. 12, 182 
Infant daughter died Apr. 16, 18h) 
Infant son died Aug. 17, 185 


In memory of Ann C. GRUBBS 
Wire of James A, GRUBBS 
Born March 2, 1822 

Died Jan. 27, 180 


James A. GRUBBS 
Husband of Sarah A. GRUBBS 


Born in East Feliciana Parish, La, 
Pepe elo, ASD. 1Olli Died in 
RichleidL Parishyk@ancNov. 6, A.D. 
1879 Aged 65 yrs. 8 mos. & 23 days. 


The shores of time at length were 
passed, No doubts nor fears were 
given. And pilgrim like he 
Pinds sav Wlast, 

A home with Christ In Heaven. 
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“Isabella daughter of 

P.M. & Prudence HALL 
Died Oct. 27, 1856 

Aged 6 yrs. 1 mo, and 13 deys. 


Prudence A, wife of P. M. HALL 
Born May 26, 1827 
Died Sept. 6, 1857 


In memory of Phlegrmon R, 
pono Piet Prudence A, HALL 
Died Sept.” 5,5 1852 


Sged 6 yrs. 3 months & 3 days 


HARRINGTON 


Thomas S. N. son of 

MOB. So "L, o HARRINGTON 
Born March 12, 187 

Died Sept. 6, 1859 

HARVEY 

In memory of sliza D. HARVEY 
Born Feb. 12, 181 

Bisa sent. 26,2018 
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- HOLLOWAY 


HOLLOWAY 


HOWARD 


» Saeved.to the tmenory of 








63 Ue. firer Int ¢ i oe 


Born in North Carolina 1810 


Died in Tensas Parish Nov. 19 . . 


Martha Rachael 


Gonsort lof Ws P. HOLLOWAY 


Born June 19, 1819 
Died July ), 1858 


Herwood Oldham 
Son¢ohew Jubs & M. ial HOLLOWAY 
Born May 18:9 Died Sept. 1853 


Cyrus W. 
Born July 19, 1837 
Died Sept. 1, 1837 


Thomas B, 

Born Dec. 23, 1638 
Died July 25, 18h), 
Children of 


Thomas & Eliza HOWARD 
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Po” soRMSOR 


HUNTER 


HUNTER 


JOHNSON 


J OENSON 
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‘Spdeonedubs SHEMNetory of 


_ John Singleton HUNTER Arty. 
Who died Oct. LO ON3 


S ewrise 


“Aged zs, yrs. a ae 

Susan Wife of Milford HUNTER 
Born in Jefferson Co., Miss. 
April 16, 1812 

Died March 11, 1853 


In memory of James Nicholes 

son of Milford & Susan HUNTER 

Who died July 25, 183) Aged 3 years 
In memory of Hannah Elizabeth 


Daughter of Milford & Susan HUNTER 
who Died Nov. 7, 1835 Aged 1 year. 


Cherles JOHNSON 
vive, LOL] March 26, 1902 


Cherles Edwin son of 

Charles & E, W. JOHNSON 

Born Sept. 13, 1850 Died June 16, 
1903 
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Samuel JOHNSON 
Born June 13, 183 
Died July 22, 1906 


Charley JONES 
Mississippi Pvt. 9th U.S. Cav, 


Samuel L, JONES 
COvmieegal.se, VOL, INF. 


Eliza A. WARREN Wife of 
Sylvestia G. KEYES 


Born July 28, 1823 at Belle Vue 
Stratford, England 


Died August 16, 1656 in 
Crane Gull, Mississippi 


Blessed are the dead who died in the 
Lord, for they rest. from their 
labours, and tneir works do follow 
them. 


Oscar Sylvester son of Sylvester C,. 
& Jannett Keyes Died July 21, 183 
Aged 11 months & 8 days. 
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LUTHER 


MACBETH 


MATTHEWS 





I've tabohed’ nee" through Ont 


Po infant years, With toil and cares, 
And doubts and fears, — 


The vile hand of the wonster, 
Hath snatched thee away, 


No more shall we greet thee — 


Untill judgement day." 


Edward LEWIS 
Gomer o.0.8.0. Int. 


Otis P. LUTHER 

A native of Fredonia, N. Y. 

Was killed in the tornado at 
Grand Gulf, Miss, March 21, 1853 
Aged 23 years 11 months. 

This tribute is placed here by his 
brothers, operators on the N.O. 
and Ohio Telegraph Line, 

James MACBETH 

A native of Londondary, Ireland 
Died March 23, 18h6 

Aged 33 years. 

This tribute of respect is placed 
here by a beloved sister 

In memory of Octavia Daughter of 
Lewis and Catharine MATTHEWS 

Who died Sept. 19, 18,0 


Aged 6 years 15 days 
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red t 4a ne memory of D&M. 
Mrs, Mery E, MAYRANT 
| . Cons Ortypodyar? James N. MAYRANT 
a Who was born April 16, 1800 & 

hy Died Merch 2i,, 16.6 in the 





lh8th year of her age. 


MCBRIDE 
| Samuel MCBRIDE 

Feb. 5, 1790 April 11, 162 
MCCARTZY 

Alice MCCARTEY 

Mother of Mrs, A. L. WARNER 

June 11, 1870 May 9, 1935 
MCLEAN | 

EH, Alney MCLUAN 

Born May 6, 1812 
. Died May 28, 1819 
MCWILLIAMS 

John MCWILLIAMS 

Co. B NOU. S. GLD. INF. 
MOUET 


Frances MOUET 
A native of France. Born Sept. 16, 
1771. Died Morch 22. 1850 






= 
THACNAN ,S yam 


me 





y ¢ rT ° are Tr p “fT * a . - 
SITte %o STORROU 


Me 
‘ 


OLSON 


PETERS 


RAGSDALE 


RAGSDALE 


RAGSDALE 


SS eee ee 
In memory of Edward son of D.&.M. 


| MURPHY who died Jenuary 20, 18)5 
Aged 5 years 7 months & 2) days 









Erected by a friend in memory of 
JAcob C. OLSON 











Joseph 











Son of Jacob & Jane OLSON 18h) 


Georse PETERS 
GVTP.2N639U28) GLDs INF. 


Frances Ann RAGSDALE 
Born March 13, 1839 
Died September 25, 180 


Frances E, RAGSDALE 
Born October 11, 1832 
Died July 3rd, 1837 


Martha RAGSDALE 


Born Sent. 15, 18h Died Sept. 20, 
18h) 
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RHODES 


RHODES 


RHODES 


RITCHIE 





c , ict Jee, 
ma. 


Ursula Ann wife of Francis By 


-RAGSDALE, Born in Jefferson Co., 
Ritsewevens) 26,7 1812.4. Died in 
‘Claiborne Co., Miss. Aug. 25, 186 


Sacred to the memory of 

20% euave  IRAGSDALE Wife of 
See ihe te UDG 

Died November 12, 1857. 


Josiah G, RHODES 

Borin [aloou CO. ld. feb. 11,1811 
Died on his plantation in 

Madison Parish, La., May 1, 1860 


Jermiah M, RHODES 
Died in Paris Nov. 7, 1858 


Aged 3 years 3 months & 7 days 


In memory of Samuel H. RITCHIS 

A native of Kentucky who died Feb, 
26, 1844 in his 2th year. This 
stone is placed by his affectionate 


sister, Mary. 
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SHARKEY 


SHARKEY 


aiere M, & Thomas ‘SANDUSKY. 
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Caroline D. SEATON 


“Wife of J. M. SEATON 


Born lebruary 15, 185 
Died July 11, 1911. 


Joseph M, SEATON 
Born in Pontiac, Mich. April 5, 188 
Died Grand Gulf October 1), 1887 


Patrick H, SHARKEY 


Born August 16, 1821 
Died June 23, 1623 


WES ADe Cle. 6. 6 se 


OMY ste) elke) ee 6 
Died Ma e te) oe. Je» ¢ 


Tye, chi larentoriikR whys Wit, 

erent et ORY | SONNE Gs) (Mens ce 
he eevee), @1023 Born Mav 6. s 
¢ SUCH 23, 182) Died May 12,18 


Sarah SHARKEY 


STRIDIRON © 


SUMMERS 


SUMMERS 


TARPLEY 















Joseph SMITH Who departed this 


life on 30th day of January 1837 


Aged 60 years | 


Mary Amanda STRIDIRON Daughter of 
John CHAMPLIN Relict of 
James S, STRIDIRON Sept. 5, 1855 


In memory of Marie Brooke SUITIERS 
Born pero. ae 183 Departed this life 
Jan. 16th, 1837 Daughter of 

Geo, W. and Maria Jane SUMMERS 


In memory of Virginia SUMMERS 

Born June 13, 1836 Departed this 
life February 13, 1837 Daughter of 
Geo, W. and Maria Jane SUMMERS 
Asbury TARPLEY 

Died August 5, 180 


Aged 39 years 3 months & 2 days 
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Johytey TORREY. 
Robert WATT «Born in Ayrshire 


Balog Tenuary ae ‘1811 


Dyed wotober’ 20, 1819 - 


John L. TORREY 
Jan. (ak UP To e e e 20; 189 


Isaac ULLMAN Died Sept. 23, 1853 


Aged 0 years 


John UPTON Born in Craven County, 
N.C. 1797 Died May 31, 1852 


e « eed WARD SOR WO ler cer cers tercis 


Sacred to the ase of 

Mrs, Eliza WARREN 

A native of Manchester, England 
Who departed this life in 
Copiah Cty., Miss. 
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Robert WATT Born in Ayrshire, 


Scotland 30 January 1816 


Died at Grand Gulf 13 August 1837 


Bradley WHITE 
Mississippi Pvt lel 
834 Co. Trans. Corps Jan. 20, 1936 


James WHITE 
Feb, 28, 1875 Nov. 20, 1951 


Margaret WHITE 
April 13, 1914 December 2, 1951 


Erected to the memory of 

Amos WHITING 

Counseller at Law, A native of 
Massachusettes who Died August 8, 
1837 Aged 9 years 


Mose WILLIAMS 
Cova MOLL 55.05. Nit. 
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1799 - ‘October 9, 1836 
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1861 - Jan. 19, 1880 


A. H, HORNER © 
August 18, 18) - May 2h, 1903 


George Marble HORNER 
November 3, 18.9 - January 8, 1850 
Poneot As Hie &. M, D..HORNER 


Alexander Hamilton HORNER 


February 5, 1807 - April 12, 189 


Alexander Hamilton HORNER 
ponwoie fh Sone eM. DD, HORNER 
LON Omse sud y 92 Oli), 


R. Howell HORNER 
SOM Ogee tl. eo tt, DS HORNER 
pept. ei, 18h2 - October 13, 18.6 
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Ame ta ane “MARBLE 
eae (opt Ezra & Naney MARBLE 
1830 - July 13, 1837 


Honsy Wife of Ezra MARBLE 
1809 - October 30, 1856 


Infant Daughter of Honsy & Ezra MARBLE 


James H. M. son of 
James & Elizabeth SIMPSON 
December 23, 1843 - July 17, 186) 


Milton A. K. MARBLE 
Son of Honsy & Ezra MARBLE 
1820 - October 1, 1822 


Elizabeth SPENCER 
Wife of R. L. SPENCER 
1808 - March 15, 1832 
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- GRAND GULF CEMETERY NO, 2 is situated atop a high hill, 

overlooking the Mississippi River, approximately one 
mile distance apart from Grand Gulf Cemetery No. 1. At 
the present time (August, 1957) it is completely 
isolated, being surrounded by deep ravines, a heavy 
thicket of large trees and dense undergrowth, 
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